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of Madras troops under Whitlock advancing from the neigh-
bourhood of Jubbulpore on Banda, the other of Bombay regi-
ments under Roberts along the eastern border of Rajputana,
were to assist and co-operate with Rose,   The scheme, however,
had to be modified from the outset owing to the urgent necessity
for succouring Saugor, which was invested by a Targe body of
rebels; accordingly Rose moved in person in that direction
with half his troops, leaving the remainder under Stuart to follow
the original line of advance.   Both forces were successful in
their enterprises ; the Commander-in-Chief defeated and dis-
persed the enemy in his front, while his subordinate stormed
Chanderi and drove his immediate adversaries back on Jhansi.
Before the walls of this city the army rapidly concentrated,
opened   its  trenches   and   commenced   the  bombardment;
but before the time was ripe for assault, Tantia Topi, with
22,000 men of the Gwalior contingent, appeared to the rescue.
With a handful of men, less than one-twentieth of his enemy's
numbers—all that could be spared from the work of prosecuting
the siege—Rose fell upon him and utterly defeated him all along
the line, and this brilliant feat was at once followed up by the
storming of the city.   By April 3 Jhansi was in our hands and
the Rani a landless fugitive.   The hostile field army, however,
formidable at least in numbers, still remained to be dealt with,
and under the deadly rays of the Indian sun Rose followed
remorselessly and tirelessly on its heels.   Before Kalpi he
effected his junction with a .detachment of Campbell's army
from the Doab, and thus reinforced brought his enemies to
battle   and  defeated  and   dispersed  them.   The  campaign
appeared to be at an end ; Whitlock, though his operations had
been distinguished by little vigour or ability, and Roberts also,
in their respective areas had effectively fulfilled their allotted
tasks, and the orders for the dispersal of the Central India Field
Force were actually in process of execution when news came that
Tantia and the Rani had moved with a handful of men on
Gwalior, corrupted Sindia's troops, and taken possession of
the city.
Their triumph was but short-lived. Rose gathered together
everything within reach—under 5000 men in all—and directed
them from all sides upon Gwalior. In a series of engagements
lasting for four days the enemy's forces were enveloped,
defeated and driven from the city. The Rani found the
soldier's death to which her courage entitled her ; the fort fell
into our hands by a daring coup de main; and the remnant of
the rebels, fleeing to the westward, were overtaken on the east
bank of the Chambal by a mobile column and scattered to
the four winds.

